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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To increase the entire lifetime of an 
EEPROM by allocating plural blocks having a single using 
information bit respectively to the information which are 
frequently rewritten. 

CONSTITUTION: When the information is written into a 
1 st block, the using information bit of the 1st block is 
set at 1 with the using information bits of other blocks 
set at 0 respectively. Under such conditions, the 
contents of the 1st block are valid. When the new 
information is written, the using information bit of a 2nd 
block is inverted to 1 from 0 and the information is 
written into the 2nd block. When the information is read 
out, the using information bit 1a of the 1st block is 
compared with the using information bit 1b of the 2nd 
block. If no coincidence is obtained between both bits, 
the contents of the 1st block are read out as the valid 
information. When the coincidence is obtained between 
both bits, the bit 1 b of the 2nd clock is compared with 
the using information bit 1c of a 3rd block. If no 

coincidence is obtained between both bits, the contents of the 2nd block are read out as the 
valid information. As a result, the entire lifetime of an EEPROM is increased. 
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